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Welcome back to Term 2, 2021! We hope you enjoyed the holidays with your loved ones. 

Ngunguru School

Face masks are encouraged,
but not required, when
indoors at school

Kia ora koutou, 

It has certainly been another
interesting start to the year with
many of our tamariki and kaiako
impacted by Covid-19. Despite
the challenges, we are really
proud of the planning and
preparations that have been
made by both teachers and
school leadership to ensure
continuity over term one.

As we move into Orange here are
some key changes as instructed
by the Ministry of Education:

Tamariki aged 12+ are still
required to wear face masks
on school transportation
All parents, caregivers,
whānau, and other visitors
are encouraged to wear face
masks on site.
There are no restrictions to
engagement with schools
based on vaccination status

We are thrilled that the
restrictions are easing, but we
are conscious of the continued
risk of Covid-19. Please keep
practicing those simple health &
safety measures to keep yourself
and your whanau well - hand
washing, distancing, and keeping
tamariki at home if they're sick. 

If you need further information
about the changes, please head
to the Unite Against Covid site.

Over the next few months we will
be steaming ahead with our
policy review schedule. Some of
the reviews seek community
input. To help keep it simple, we
have put together some
infographics which give you an
overview of the policy. Keep an
eye out for the image below on
our Facebook page, and follow
the instruction to leave
comments. We're keen to hear
what you think! 

Policy review



Property update
We started 2022 with high hopes of Phase 2 of our
building works being completed by the end of term.
However, like everything involving the building
industry, we too have been subject to the inevitable
delays.

Board updates

Student wellbeing
In our constant drive to make our school environment
as safe as can be, the students in yrs 3-8 have just
completed their second wellbeing survey. This survey
has gathered student voice Whangarei wide, and is a
repeat of the survey taken in 2021. It is facilitated by
Dr. Melinda Webber from Auckland University, who
will collate and share back results to the district and to
our school.

School specific analysis will assist us in planning our
next steps. In addition to this, the start of next term
will see the Kia Kaha schoolwide health programme
delivered. Kia Kaha supports students to develop
strategies for friendships, inclusivity and respectful
relationships where bullying behaviours are not
tolerated. 

An example of what our administrations block will look like
shortly - shrink wrapped

The below update outlines where we are with our
current programme of works.

Moana Hub
Our year 7&8 intermediate classes have been
undergoing an upgrade this term also, with our third
room almost finished. These spaces will be completed
over the holidays and ready for learning at the start of
term 2

Manaia Hub
The work will continue in the fabulous new space for
our earliest learners and the outstanding internal
work will be completed by the end of the holidays.
This still leaves external windows and joinery work
scheduled for completion next term.

Admin block
If you have been at school this week you will have
seen a hive of activity around the office area.
This is part of an extension that will add much needed
resource space added and the old flat roof re-pitched.
In the interim the office will operate as ‘normal’
beneath a big ‘shrink wrapped’ tent for the next until
mid June.

Official Facebook page

fast and efficient sharing of information
building trust and transparency through
comments and replies
giving the school a digital presence

As part of our Communications Policy review, we
discussed the need for an official Ngunguru School
Facebook page. We felt there were a number of
opportunities for us through Facebook including

We want to thank the administrators of the page who
have used the space to share awesome videos of the
tamariki, updates on upcoming sports opportunities
and even a call out for student support for ANZAC
commemorations. 

Please check out the page, like and follow for more
updates! 



Summary of Covid Survey,
2021

Communicate changes to alert levels as early as
possible

Keep the ‘hard pack’ option for delivery to
whanau

Simplify timetables, including guidance on
learning ‘must do’s’ and ‘can do’s’ 

Continue to provide balance of online and
hardpack learning providing whanau with choice

Less ‘large group zooms’ and more smaller
targeted zooms, including the 'staying
connected' session

Balance between zooms to connect, and zooms
to learn

As a Board we are pleased with the results of the
Covid survey sent out in Term 4, 2021. We have
collated the data and would like to acknowledge all
those that took the time to contribute valuable
experiences, thoughts and ideas. 

The purpose of the survey was to reflect on our
whanau experiences and see where we can improve
our practice. Your responses and narrative have
enabled us to do this. To this end please find some
specific areas that have been addressed to improve
what we do as we head into future distance learning
contexts.

Board updates

Improving connectivity/familiarity with zoom 

Ensuring timely feedback of student work

Increase learning specific lessons by Zoom –
particularly with the older students.

Spread sessions throughout the day to allow
whanau to access at different times

Once again, thank you for your contributions and
insights. We are always keen to improve how we
deliver education online and we welcome your
feedback and support. 

If you would like a more detailed breakdown of the
survey results, please get in touch with principal Rick
Sayer. 

We hope you have all managed to enjoy some much
needed rest with your tamariki during this past
holiday. While we continue to work hard to support
the students, staff and community, we wish to
acknowledge exiting Board member Terry Sage who
concluded his season with us in February. Terry
served as both an elected member and the Presiding
Member and was instrumental in helping us
successfully deliver a number of significant
infrastructure projects. We thank him for his service
on the Board and his contributions to Ngunguru
School. 

Kia haumaru tatou - stay safe everyone!

Melissa, Presiding Member
Amber, Deputy Presiding Member
Joel
Chanelle
Leila
Caroline
Rick

Wishing you a fantastic term 2!


