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REMINDER 

There will be no school for students next Thursday  2nd December 

as it is a Teacher only day. 
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Tai Timu has been learning to expand their writing. We used our recent 
EarthEd lessons as a base for our sentences.  

 Do you know the difference between biotic and abiotic?         

Read on. 

Tai Timu is learning about the ecosystem, the Earth, and Nature. 

Ecosystem means “a natural world.” Living means “life.” Non 

living means “dead.” Rabbits are biotic because they bounce 

around gardens. Rocks are abiotic because they are not living.       

To live you need air, the Sun, and plants. The animals need 

them too because they are living just like us. 

By Hannah. 

 

The environment is made of two different parts-abiotic and bio-

tic. Biotic means living like foxes, pandas, and lions (none of 

these live in NZ but they're my favourite.) Biotic doesn’t only 

mean  animals. It's also pohutukawa, kauri, and kawakawa  

because they are living too. Like that cat over there, she’s biotic 

because she is living.  

Abiotic is sort of like biotic. It's just that it means non-living 

things like rocks, sand, and shells. Other things that are abiotic 

include stuff like dead snails, leaf skeletons, and empty clam 

shells. All of that combined makes our environment. 

Question: Cities have people and buildings in them, but the 

buildings are human built. Does that still make it an environ-

ment? 

By Charlie H. 

 

Today, I will teach you about the vast wonders of the ecosystem, 

a chain of habitats and cycles which make the world go round. 

An ecosystem is a place or habitat where dead and alive things 

interact. Dead things are abiotic which is a snazzy word for not 

alive.  Some of the things which are abiotic are rocks, dirt, and 

water. However, if it weren’t for abiotic things such as the sun, 

all life wouldn’t exist. Now let’s get onto living or biotic things. 

First things first, there are a lot more biotic things than abiotic. 

There are many biotic birds living in New Zealand such as pi-

wakawaka, kiwi, and tauhou.  

Ecosystems come in sizes small, medium, and large. A puddle is 

its own ecosystem even though its diameter might be only one 

millimetre. A medium ecosystem may be a tropical rainforest. 

Although tropical rainforests receive a lot of rain their soil is not 

very rich because all the water is constantly being sucked up by 

the large quantity of plants and trees. Antarctica is a large eco-

system which is called home by millions of gentoo penguins, 

ferocious leopard seals, and powerful orcas. Another possibility 

for a large ecosystem is the entire Earth! It is still classified as 

an ecosystem because it follows all the specifications which are 

a place where abiotic and biotic things interact in an infinite 

cycle. 

By Max 

An ecosystem is a natural place where living and nonliving 

things interact together to make an infinite cycle. 

A natural living thing is referred to as ‘biotic’ and some exam-

ples of this are the North Island brown kiwi, Tane Mahuta, and 

even us humans! When you think of biotic, you might think of a 

Deinacrida heteracantha (a giant weta), a colourful tui, or the 

fish you caught yesterday.  

Now if you're thinking what I’m thinking, let’s talk skeletons. A 

natural dead thing is called ‘abiotic’ and eventually decomposes 

into nutrients for the roots of new plants to grow. Once the new 

plants grow into the ecosystem, they eventually die off as well. 

This creates a never ending cycle between dead and living 

things to keep the ecosystem from collapsing.  

To sum it up, If we didn’t have this cool infinite cycle, we would 

be totally abiotic! 

By Julian 

Abiotic means non-living things like rocks, water, air, and much 

much more! Clay and dried soil are very hard to break. Biotic 

means living things like fish, snapper, sharks, whales, jellyfish, 

cactus, humans, and even more! A black bear and snow leopard 

are very hard to kill. Dead animals used to be biotic but now 

they are abiotic and will become carcasses. The food web is 

where bigger animals eat or kill smaller critters.  

By Jackson. 
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Huge thank you to Fonterra for their generous donation of 

40 glow  jackets for our student use on excursions outside 

of school. 
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