
 
Kia ora koutou, 
 
Well, what a term this has been! Despite the many restrictions and protocols, we have been able to 
facilitate the smooth transition back into the school post-lockdown. We are immensely proud of how 
Ngunguru School and the community quickly adapted to the Covid-19 requirements across all alert 
levels, keeping our school and community safe. It was also fantastic to be able to participate in the 
school X-country virtually yesterday and see the students push themselves and support each other 
across the finish line. Ka mau te wehi! 
 
In the few times we have been able to meet as a Board, we have discussed the need to strengthen 
our community relationships and rebuild trust. Part of that includes changing the way we share 
information with you so that our processes are clear and transparent.  
 
As part of our commitment to transparency, we are now including Zoom capability in all our Board 
meetings. This gives you the opportunity to hear what we do and how things get done. The Zoom 
links will be posted out prior to our meetings. We hope you will join us for more in the future! 
 
Changes on the Board 
 
Firstly, thank you to all those who took part in our recent by-election. A huge voter turnout is evidence 
of an active school community and of whanau who care. 
 
We are thrilled to welcome our four newly elected trustees – Melissa Gilbert-Smith, Amber Fayerberg, 
Joel Higgie and Chanelle Armstrong. It has been a period of quick learning as they move into their 
roles.  
 
We wish to acknowledge Nada Gordon and Shaun Lord who were excellent candidates. We also 
wish to acknowledge the recently resigned Board members, Fleur Braae, Fred Morgan, Kirsty Pillay-
Hansen and Paula Devanney. We are incredibly grateful for their service on the Board and all that 
they collectively contributed to the progression of Ngunguru School. Nga mihi nui ki a koutou. 
 
Secondly, at our latest Board meeting we discussed our roles and the future shape of our Board. It 
was in this context that our current Chair, Terry Sage, shared his desire to step away from the Board. 
He suggested that we use term four as a transition period for the incoming Chair to settle and learn 
as the mantle gets passed. The Board agreed, and we wish to thank Terry for his years of service to 
the school, most notably in the successful delivery of our brand-new classrooms, and his ongoing 
support.  
 
Finally, the Board decided that we will be co-opting a Hapu representative in the near future. This is in 
line with our obligation to uphold Te Tiriti and our vision for the school to champion the equitable 
delivery of education to our tauira Maori. We looked forward to updating you on this. 



 
Prime Minister Award 
 

You will no doubt be aware that Ngunguru School is a finalist in these prestigious awards with the 

filming and judging taking place at the end of term two.  Unfortunately, due to covid, the award 

evening was postponed. This will now be held in Wellington on the 26th October, with our school 

being represented by a board and staff delegation. We congratulate the school for being finalists and 

wish them every success for the big night! 
 
Property Update 

  
As we are all aware by now our school has been a construction site for several years, but the end is 

certainly insight. I know those words will come back and haunt us as the next level of funding will get 

released before we know it and more maintenance will begin. But for now, we are close to seeing the 

end of our biggest build with phase 3 underway. 

Phase 1 was the 6 classrooms, phase 2 was the senior block and playground and phase 3 is the 

remodelling of the admin block, oldest classrooms and parts of the senior block. You should have 

seen a line of trade vans waiting to start work on Friday last day of term but with lockdown yet again 

this will now be closer to end of term four and work progressing through the school holidays and 

possibly into term one of next year. 

As we are very good at by now, we will make certain that we minimise any interruptions to the day-to-
day operations of the school. 
 

Have your say 

Parental and community involvement is an integral part of a successful educational framework. Your 
voice matters, and as a Board we are committed to continually reflect and improve on how we, and 
the school, performs.  

We are keen to hear what you think, and there are two opportunities for you to have your say: 

The first is through a community survey. This will help us get a feel for how things are now and 
provide an opportunity for you to contribute to the on-going development and direction of the school. 
You can expect to see the survey in your inbox over the first week of the school holidays. We would 
love to hear your feedback, your ideas, and your vision for Ngunguru School. Please take the time to 
complete and return the survey, as we will rely on your responses as we continue to plan for the 
future of our wonderful school. 

The second is through policy review. Policy development and review is a key Board role, and we 

would love to hear your thoughts. Up for review over the next two weeks are the following policies:  

 Behaviour Management 

 Concerns and Complaints 

To provide feedback on policy, head to our Schooldocs site here. Log in, click the 'Current review' 

tab, then simply follow the instructions.  

If you don't have internet access, school office staff can easily provide you with a copy of the policy 

and the review form. Please contact the office by email under alert level two. 

We know that when schools, parents, and communities partner together, great things can 

happen in the lives of children and young adults. 

As we wrap up term three, we thank the teachers and faculty who worked tirelessly to continue 

educating and connecting with students over lockdown. We thank Rick for his strong direction 

http://x-apple-data-detectors/0
https://www.ngunguru.school.nz/policies/


and commitment to the school. We also thank you, our parent community, for trusting us with 

your vote. 

Me mahi tahi tatou mo te oranga o te katoa 

Let us continue to work together for the wellbeing of everyone.  

We wish you all a safe and happy holiday and look forward to seeing you again in term four.  

Nga mihi, 

Ngunguru School Board 


