
  
 

Northland moving to Alert Level 3 

Update 31 August 

Kia ora whanau and caregivers, 

I trust this update finds you all safe and well.  
As you are all aware, we remain in Level 4 until Thursday night, but are hopeful of a drop to Level 3. 
In this update I have included key information for what a return to Level 3 will mean for school and 
your child/ren. 
 
At Alert Level 3, you legally must stay within your household bubble unless for essential personal 
movement including going to work and going to school. As the Prime Minister noted on Friday, 
schools are closed at Alert Level 3 with the exception of those few children whose parents 
and carers must go to work at Alert Level 3, and there is no appropriate caregiver at home. 
 
So, if Northland water and covid tests come back negative this week we are expecting an 
announcement that schools can open on Friday 3rd September. We have permission to be onsite to 
clean the school from Wednesday to prepare for opening. This will be for the small number of 
children who need to attend. As you imagine it will not be school as we know it under Alert Level 2  
or 1.  All our usual safety precautions for Alert Level 3 will be in place which include following all the 
recommendations from the public health experts. This means we will regularly clean and disinfect 
high touch surfaces, encourage everyone to frequently wash their hands and cover their coughs and 
sneezes, and keep everyone physically distanced from others (1 metre inside and two metres 
outside). We must also keep school bubbles to no more than 10 students. These bubbles will not mix 
with other bubbles and break times will be rotated. Masks are not required to be worn. 
 
There will be a survey via email shortly to determine whether your child/ren qualify to return to 
school. You will need to respond ONLY if your child/ren need to return to school. 
 
Our contact tracing systems will be in place, which includes our attendance register and essential 
visitor register, and we will be limiting staff onsite with classroom teachers working from home. 
Classes will be staffed by additional staff and support staff. 
 
You can also assist everyone’s safety by keeping your child at home if they are feeling unwell and 
please do contact your GP or Healthline, to seek advice about getting tested.  
 
As per our current practise, we will continue to support all children who remain learning from home, 
through our distance learning programme. 
 
While we know how difficult it is trying to work from home as well as support your child’s learning, 
please keep your child at home if there is an appropriate carer available. For those of you with no 
other option, we will look forward to seeing your child at school on Friday this week. Please email 
our associate principal, Jakki Tuhaka at  jtuhaka@ngunguru.school.nz with any further issues or 
details. 
 
Be kind, stay safe and as the saying goes…….keep calm and carry on. Keep doing the do the 
amazing jobs that you are doing. 
 
Ngā mihi 
 
Rick Sayer 
Principal 
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