
                                                                                                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kia ora! My name is Chanelle Armstrong and, together with my husband Te Ara, we have three tamariki who attend Ngunguru 
School, Tiare (10), Mila (9), and Nave (5).  Our pōtiki Bodhi (4) will join his siblings next year. We have recently moved home to  our whānau 
whenua in Ngunguru after living in Whangarei for the last few years. 
We are a busy whānau, but when we’re not at mahi or kura we love spending time together outdoors. You might find us at the beach with our 
dog Ziggy, hiking along the stunning coastal treks, or getting out on the waves if the surf is good. We’re a sports-mad family and love watching 
our four kids play Saturday rugby and cheering for the All Blacks. 
My professional background is in communications and public relations and I currently work for the DHB as a senior advisor for Māori Health 
and Mental Health and Addictions. Before moving back to the coast, I served on the Morningside School BOT and chaired the Raumanga 
Community Development roopu. I love learning and hold Bachelor’s degrees in Māori Development, Social Services and am currently doing my 
Masters in Public Policy. 
I would love to serve on the Ngunguru School BOT and contribute to the development of our tamariki here on the coast. I will use my 
communications experience to amplify your voice asparents, to ensure that the operations of the board are clear and transparent, to 
strengthen communication channels and to keep our school community included at all levels of decision making. 
Te manu kai i te miro nōna te ngahere.       Te manu kai i te mātauranga nōna te ao. 
The bird that feeds on the miro, theirs is the forest.      The bird that feeds from the tree of knowledge, theirs is the world. 
Our teachers at Ngunguru School are responsible for sharing the tree of knowledge with our tamariki. The governance of the school is 
responsible for nurturing the environment that tree grows in. When the environment is conducive, the tree will grow, and our tamariki will 
thrive. 
Nga mihi, 
Chantelle 
 

 
 
 
 
                
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                      
 
 
 
I am committed to working alongside the current board members and the principal to ensure the best possible outcomes for tamariki of 
Ngunguru School. I am part of a group of local community members whose combined association with the school spans over 45 years. I value 
the opportunity to contribute my expertise to the transparent and future focused governance of a school that is central to our coastal 
community. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Before Incite I was the Executive Assistant on several Boards, including the NZ-US Business Council which was chaired by Rt Hon Jim Bolger.   
I believe that education is the foundation of society. The school and it’s teachers have one of the most important roles in the lives of families. I 
would like to contribute to the good governance of the school so the teachers can do their best work at Ngunguru School.  
I am committed to working alongside the current Board members and the Principal to ensure the best possible outcomes for the tamariki of 
Ngunguru School.  
I am part of a group of local community members whose combined association with the school spans over 45 years. I value the opportunity to 
contribute my expertise to the transparent and future focused governance of a school that is central to our coastal community 

Kia ora tatou 
Ko Ngāpuhi nui tonu toku iwi 
Ko Ngāti Hine toku hapū 
Ko Ngātokimatawhaorua toku waka tapu 
Ko Mangakahia toku awa 
Ko Te Tarai o Rahiri toku maunga 
Ko Te Tarai o Rahiri toku marae 
Ko Bevan Holtz raua ko Kirsten Holtz oku matua 
Ko Chanelle Armstrong ahau 
 

 

Hi, my name is Joel Higgie and my family and l live in Ngunguru. We have three children that attend 
Ngunguru School; Sam, Jessica and Pippa, ages 10, 7 and 6. Over the last 5 years I have developed strong 
connections within the community and thoroughly enjoyed helping out with school activities whenever 
possible. 
I am currently flying the Whangarei Rescue Helicopter, having started a career in aviation with the Air 
Force. I qualified as a flight instructor and examiner and have experience in leadership, 
planning and administration that I gained from various management positions in NZ and overseas.  I am 
also a member of the Tutukaka Lions Club. l believe integrity and service to others are important values to 
live by. 
Being a board member will give me an opportunity to help Ngungutu School be the best learning 
Environment possible.  I believe it is our duty as a community to uphold the vision of Paretene Te Manu 
when he gifted the land for the school and continue making our children’s education a priority. 
 

 

Nada Gordon 
I live in Matapouri with my husband and our two boys; Nicco who is six years old and attends Ngunguru School 
and Otto, who is four and attends Pipi’s. We recently moved to the area after living overseas. We chose this 
beautiful place as our home because of our family ties to the region having spent many of our summers at the 
family bach at Sandy Bay.  
I grew up on Waiheke Island which was very much like the Tutukaka Coast when I was young, with a small 
community and an area school at its centre. My mother was a senior teacher at the school and she was a 
passionate advocate for education.  
I am a Founding Partner at Incite, an export development agency for food and beverage brands trading with 
Asia (www.exportincite.com). Through my work I am familiar with setting and implementing strategic goals, 
setting and overseeing budgets and coaching and managing staff.  
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that my combined professional experience will give me the tools necessary to positively contribute to our school’s governance. It is my aim to 
foster an environment open to parent participation and dedicated to democratic principles.  
I am committed to working alongside the current board members and the principal to ensure the best possible outcomes for tamariki of 
Ngunguru School. I am part of a group of local community members whose combined association with the school spans over 45 years. I value 
the opportunity to contribute my expertise to the transparent and future focused governance of a school that is central to our coastal 
community. 
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Amber Fayerberg 
I moved with my husband, Eugene, and two children, Miles and Eliana, to Ngunguru eighteen months ago 
from my hometown of Santa Fe, New Mexico (USA). Despite my relatively short time here on the Coast, I have 
quickly come to love this community as my own. It is my hope, and would be my honour and pleasure, to 
represent the parents of Ngunguru School as a board trustee.  
I am an American-trained lawyer and continue to maintain a remote law practice focused on civil rights and 
criminal defense. During the course of my career, I have worked first as a school teacher, then for a United 
States Senator and finally as an attorney. Before moving to New Zealand, I served as General Counsel for New 
Mexico’s department of labor. My role as general counsel expanded beyond that of legal advocate or advisor 
and included personnel and budget management and operational agency reform. I am confident  

 

Kia ora,  
My name is Shaun Lord and I have lived on the Tutukaka Coast for just over three years.  My wife, Tia Lord 
grew up on the coast and our children Tahi and Helena, will mark the third generation of our family to attend 
Ngunguru School.  Because of this, it is my honour and pleasure to stand for the Ngunguru School Board of 
Trustees.  
I believe that my work ethic and history in a range of positions from representative to manager, sets me up 
with good skills and knowledge for this role.  I have been a part of many restructures in a corporate 
environment working with a diverse range of people and differing goals to achieve what is best for all.  One of 
my personal goals on the board would be to focus on being approachable with the attitude of being active but 
not reactive to hear and listen to all sides.  

 

 

Dr Melissa Gilbert-Smith 
I grew up in Matapouri and now live in Ngunguru. I attended Ngunguru School as did 2 of my 3 daughters. I 
have strong ties to this coast through whānau and whanaunga and feel I have returned home to give back to 
the place that raised me, my tūrangawaewae. 
I am a GP/Director at Kensington Health Ltd in Whangārei and have a passionate interest in youth health. 
Our clinic has strong connections with Whangārei Boys High School with whom we have partnered in a 
unique health and education collaboration. 
I have sat on many boards over the years including a 3 year term on Whangārei Girls High School BOT. I am a 
current Tutukaka Coast Residents and Ratepayers Association executive committee member. 


